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Muted
By A’mor Taylor

     There is a thin, almost 
nonexistent, line between 
our first amendment right 
and insubordination. There 
is no way a student should 
be hushed or feel like they 
should be quiet about some-
thing surrounding their 
school, but that seems to 
be the case. Are we or are 
we not citizens in the Unit-
ed States? Why aren’t we 
allowed to fully exercise our 
right to freedom of speech? 
Is it because we are adoles-
cents? 
     Do people look at us 
as confused children that 
are completely ignorant to 
their surroundings? Well 
for anyone who was the 
least bit curious, we are 
not ignorant adolescents 
and anything that we feel 
the need to speak up about 
should not just be heard, 

but listened to. Being muted 
may be an overstatement 
to some, but then again it 
is an understatement to 
those who are not allowed to 
speak their minds on a daily 
basis. We shall not be muted 
mainly because everyone is 
entitled to their own opin-
ion, We are the future and 
we shouldn’t be scared into 
silence. 
     We deserve to be allowed 
and encouraged to speak 
our mind. The constitu-
tion does not discriminate 
against certain age groups, 
so neither should anyone 
else. In any case, if some-
thing affects us we should 
be able to speak. We should 
be able to speak freely and 
openly because that is our 
right. Our adolescence may 
contribute to our outbursts, 
but it also puts us in a place 

o speak for those who have 
been put on mute without 
worrying about what the 
next person has to say.
     Don’t mistake this for a 
“diss” or feel that I’m com-
ing for anybody, honestly, 
if you do feel that way pull 
out a dictionary and look 
up “personal.” We can, well 
should be able to comment 
on anything that surrounds 
us such as someone with a 
criminal record being al-
lowed to work on the school 
board or how we feel about 
teachers not attending our 
graduation. In any newspa-
per, things that exceed the 
criteria of being newswor-
thy or  or having proximity, 
should be guaranteed to be 
put in the newspaper freely.      
     We are entitled to our 
own opinion no matter what

Continued on page 2
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Muted 
continued from Cover Page

By A’mor Taylor

anyone thinks and we will not 
be muted.
     Children are definitely 
the future, just ask Whitney 
Houston. Everything that 
is being put into effect will 
personally play a direct role 
in our future. We are the 
ones who will have to see all 
these plans become reality, so 
why should our opinions be 
hushed. Our opinions may not 
matter to some, but it matters 
to those of us who plan to go 
somewhere in the world. 
     I’m not speaking about 
those in our generation who 
think our future includes 
wearing our pants below our 
butt or thinking that bras 
count as shirts; rather those 
of us who look at the news 
and listen in class so we 
know what our future should 
include. Most of the laws 
and congressional bills being 
written will change how we 
plan to live when our elders 
pass on or retire from the 
work force leaving us to deal 
with the problems. We are the 
future.
     Students aren’t scared of 

scary movies, some of us 
wouldn’t be afraid if a gun 
was put in our face, yet some 
of us feel afraid to voice our 
opinions. No, we have not 
been directly told what we 
can and cannot say; but, I’m 
sure Eric Garner wasn’t told 
that he could not speak his 
mind either. Students feel that 
if they speak up on something 
that people feel is a quiet 
matter, then there will be 
consequences. I know people 
are probably obsessing over 
me speaking about the death 
of Eric Garner, but we are 
not afraid of death, that is not 
what I’m saying; We are wor-
ried about insubordination. 
     One of my fellow journal-
ists was pulled out of class 
to discuss an article, this is 
as scary to an “A” and “B” 
student as a mouse is to a 
hungry cat. We should not 
be scared into silence. In the 
words of my generation “this 
is not that.” In all honesty we 
should be able to say what we 
feel without repercussion and 
that’s just the truth. We will 
not be muted.

     Gil Scot-Heron once wrote 
a poem called “The Revolu-
tion Will Not Be Televised.” 
In this poem he inspired me 
to speak my mind because he 
was willing to say something 
that some people may have 
been scared to say. He spoke 
on a topic that many people 
seemed to ignore. My fellow 
classmates and I don’t want 
to be ignored. We want to be 
heard and allowed to express 
what we feel.     
     As students we plan to 
make a difference and say 
what it is that needs to be said 
so that the student body has a 
voice to. Some people think 
that they have purchased 
the remote from the movie 
“Click” but I’m here to let 
you know that you haven’t. 
There is no button that you 
can press to shut us up, there 
is no mute button in your 
possession. So guess what my 
fellow American citizens, if 
you haven’t heard already we 
will not be muted. We will not 
be muted. WE WILL NOT 
BE MUTED! 

Thornton Township High School District 205
Sixth Annual

Family Reading Night and 
Poetry Slam
Thornwood High School
17101 South Park Avenue

South Holland, Illinois

Thursday, April 23, 2015
5:30 pm – 8:30 pm

Enjoy an evening filled with activities for the entire family.
Come together to embrace the love for books and reading 

through food, fun and the spoken word!

TW-TR-TT Poetry Slam
Puppet Show

Reader’s Theatre
Book Swap

Guest Poet and much more . . .

Dinner and Day Care will be provided.   
Funded by “Title I and the Academic Enrichment Foundation”

Youth With Phones
 By Marlon Buggs

Thornridge is cracking down on phone use in school for 
non-academic  purposes.

     Young people and cell 
phones are like one. Our 
generation will not go any-
where without our phone. 
If we do, we act like we can’t 
function without it. So do cell 
phones distract us in school? 
Does everyone need one? Do 
these phones help us function 
better? 
     Our phones actually do 
distract us in class. They 
wouldn’t if we used them for 
research. Instead we are doing 
other things with them.

These cell phones can be used 
for more than social reasons. 
Our phones are mini comput-
ers. Research should be the 
only reason a phone is out in 
class.   
      Many problems can be 
solved by just making the stu-
dents keep phones in lockers. 
The school can eliminate the 
phones being in the classrooms. 
But I doubt that will happen so 
they should just let us use our 
phones while we are working. 

Catfished: The Dangers of 
Online Dating

By Trinity Simmons

     The term “catfish” is used to 
describe someone who pre-
tends to be someone they’re 
not on social media.  These 
“catfish” are specifically on 
dating websites such as Ten-
der, Match.com, eHarmony, 
and even Facebook.  More 
than 40 million Americans 
use online dating websites.   
     Online dating is a popu-
lar way for people to meet 
in pursuit of love.  They are 
able to chat with people, and 
sometimes meet in person.  
As a matter of fact, 17% of 
marriages have resulted from 
online dating websites.  Be-
sides the positive aspects of 
online dating, it is something 
to take very seriously.  
     There are many things to

take into consideration when 
on these dating sites.  You 
should never give out any 
personal information.  This is 
a huge consideration because 
that information can be used 
in many negative ways.  Giv-
ing out your personal infor-
mation such as your home 
address or phone number can 
lead to a person tracking you 
down.  A profile and picture 
isn’t always valid information 
to depend on.  You never 
really know who you may be 
talking to on these sites.  Safe 
tips to keep in mind would 
first be to trust your instincts.  
If you ever feel uncomfortable, 
discontinue your conversa-
tions with that person.

Continued on page 3.
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By Trinity Simmons

Violence All Around Us

By Kyra Bontemps

     There is so much chaos 
going on in the city of Dolton, 
Calumet City, Harvey, and 
South Holland; so much gang 
violence and unnecessary 
drama. Innocent bystanders 
being sucked into the mad-
ness; children and adults are 
being murdered over nothing.   
     School and your home are 
supposed to be same places 
where we can go to learn, feel 
safe and be ourselves. That’s 
not even the case anymore! 
Kids don’t feel safe at all. Not 
at school, not at home and 
definitely not outside in their 
own neighborhoods! Drama 
follows them everywhere they 
go. 
     How are you going to feel 
safe when you have people 
waiting for you outside of 
school and even outside of 
your house, trying to persuade

 you to join in with whatever 
they’re doing? Threatening 
you or even your family.
      So many high school 
students, even junior high 
students get so wrapped up in 
being apart of a gang they for-
get what their goals are, they 
forget about their real family 
and friends and how much 
they’re cared about.
     They’re being tricked into 
believing that a gang is all 
they really have. Teenage boys 
fantasize about how “cool” 
being in a gang will be, all the 
excitement that goes with it 
and all the respect they’ll get. 
What they’re failing to realize 
is how dangerous it also is.   
     Once you’re in the gang, 
you cannot get out. It’s all fun 
in games until you’re told to 
do something that can jeopar-
dize your future. Being sent to 

jail or even killed is the only 
outcome when you choose the 
gang life over everything else. 
Friends you once had will be 
gone and the family that once 
loved you so much will be  
forced to forget about you be-
cause you’ve disowned them.      
     Being in a gang may seem 
cool until everything you 
knew becomes a lie.  The gang 
will be nowhere to be found. 
Your family are the only ones 
you can depend on, if they 
still choose to have anything 
to do with you. Once some-
thing bad has happened to 
you, the “family” you once 
thought you had seen in the 
gang will forget about you 
and move on. They won’t 
grieve over your death or be 
hurt that you’re in prison. All 
they’ll do is pray to God that 
you won’t snitch.

discontinue your conversa-
tions with that person.  An-
other tip for being safe online 
would be making wise choices 
when communicating.  It is 
recommended that you do not 
use your actual email address.  
You should create another 
account to prevent the danger 
of being hacked.  While online 
dating is a fun way to commu-
nicate with others, it should 
still be taken seriously.  There 
are many hazards involved on 
some of these dating sites.  If 
ever on a dating site, keep in 
mind of the amount of infor-
mation you give out, as well 
as, how you communicate 
with that person.  

Suspension. . .What?
By A’mor Taylor

     If you miss too many days 
of school because you feel 
like it, there will be a truancy 
officer knocking down your 
door.  But if you miss ten 
days, 2 weeks’ worth of school, 
because of suspension it’s 
acceptable. This is preposter-
ous considering the fact that 
school has become so crucial 
now of days. McDonalds is 
even turning their nose down 
at people that didn’t get a high 
school diploma.  They were 
the job to have if you didn’t 
get one.  
     Suspension is one of the 
most hypocritical punish-
ments that exist in a school. 
How can a student get sus-
pended for being late to class? 
Some people may say it’s be-
cause they’re missing class and 
it”s some type of motivation to 
get them to come to class on 
time. That means they’re get-
ting days out of class for not 
being in class. This is ridicu-
lous. Suspension is ridiculous.  
     Suspension is not a good 
form of punisment because 
it makes a student miss even 
more class. It’s actually hu-
morous to me thatsuspension

has been around for so many 
years. Missing days out of 
school for a punishment is 
not helpful to any student. It 
might be helpful to a teacher 
because they can get a break. 
But for the student, it makes 
school even more stressful.  
     When you miss a certain 
amount of days it’s hard to 
catch back up. With ACT 
scores low and grades me-
diocre, missing class should 
not be an option. Suspension 
is not helpful to any student 
whether they like it or not. 
A lot of children struggle in 
school and they’re lazy so they 
don’t make up the work they 
need to when they are out of 
school. There is no way the 
school system should be al-
lowed to make kids miss class 
as a punishment. 
     Suspension is not really a 
punishment in actuality. A few 
days out of school is a vaca-
tion most kids enjoy. Are you 
kidding? Send me home to my 
perfectly working Wi-Fi for 
two, three days and give me a 
few good nights of sleep and 
I might getsuspended for the 
same thing also.  Suspen-

sion seems more like a reward 
more so than a punishment.  
     Actually coming to school 
and sitting here for six 
hours listening to monotone 
teachers talk is probably more 
of the punishment. How on 
earth did that even become a 
punishment? Whose bright 
idea was it to send children 
home to their comfortable bed 
as a punishment? 
     Suspension allows students 
to stay home and enjoy their 
time. It allows students to do 
things they love on days they 
should be in a class. Is that 
really a punishment? Suspen-
sion is only a temporary fix. 
Kids come back the next week 
and don’t get in trouble than 
two weeks later they are back 
at it. You know why this hap-
pens,  because nobody cares 
about being suspended. It’s 
also a temporary fix because 
after a suspension, all you 
do is get reinstated and then 
you’re free to go. Children get 
back and forget that they were 
ever in trouble. That suspen-
sion is as long as the behavior 
is halted because this is the 
worst punishment 

known. Temporarily the be-
havior is stopped because of a 
false threat made by a parent 
or a counselor. Chance after 
chance a child is given and 
it’s known so of course the 
behavior stops for a while. The 
Fix is just temporary though. 
In the end, suspension is the 
worst punishment that has 
ever been made. Some peo-
ple might ask, and then what 
should the punishment be? 
That’s not my job to answer 
but I’m sure something better 
can be come up with. For 
future references let’s not sus-
pend people for missing class. 
This is probably not the best 
way to get them back in class; 
it just reminds them why they 
didn’t come in the first place.

Teens engaged in a brutal fight.

Congratulations 
to the 

Thornridge Speech and 
Drama Students!

     On Saturday, March 28, 
2015 in Springfield, IL, the 
Thornridge Speech and 
Drama Students placed 5th in 
the IHSA State Drama Com-
petition with their production 
of For Colored Girls Who 
Ccnsidered Suicide When the 
Rainbow Isn’t Enuf.
     Dawn Russell, Jewelle 
Vernon, Glory Randall, and 
Wynda Whitman were named 
to the All-State Drama Cast.
     We congratulate directors 
Mrs. Y. Nesbitt, LaQuita 
Densley and Mr. M. Whitman 
in addition to the entire cast 
and crew:

Glory Randall, Dynalee Toy, 
Wynda Wormack, Dinata 
Herron, Jeanette Strickland, 
Nadia Watkins, DeShawn 
Brown, Quentin Sims, Rod-
ney Jackson, Jarron Williams, 
Alana Carter, Cameron Curtis 
and Jehna Darge.

The cast of For Colored Girls Who 
Considered Suicide When the 

Rainbow Isn’t Enuf.
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Congrats to TR’s 
Speech Team! 

By Staff Writer

     The Regional Speech Tour-
nament took place at Richard 
High School in Oak Lawn, IL. 
Jarron Williams and Rod-
ney Jackson took 1st place in 
Dramatic Duet Acting.  Rod-
ney Jackson took 3rd place in 
Dramatic Interpretation.  Mya 
Garrett came took 4th place 
Humorous Interpretation, 
Jarron Williams also took 3rd 
place in Original Comedy, and 
Jewelle Vernon took 4th place 
in Original Oratory.  
     These students have done 
an excellent job all year and 
competed at the Sectional 
Tournament.  The top per-
formers advanced to the 
State Speech Tournament in 
Springfield, IL.   Please con-
gratulate these students when 
you see them.

For Colored Girls Cast.
Wynda Wormack, Jeanette Strickland, Rod-

ney Jackson and Dinata Herron.

What Does “I.C. 
News” Mean?

     “I.C. News” stands for 
“Imperturable Conservatory 
News.” It is an awesome way 
to say “cool school news”.   
     The students of TR should 
be exposed to language that 
is unfamilar to them. And it 
is a cool pun, methinks! I see 
news... “I.C. News,” get it!

February 
Teacher of the 

Month:
Mrs. Catron
By Arianna Smith 

Glory Randall, Dawn Russell, Dynalee 
Toy, Wynda Wormack, Jewelle Vernon, 
Jeanaette Strickland and  Dinata Herron

Dinata Herron, Glory Randall, Wynda 
Wormack, Dynalee Toy, Jewelle Vernon, 

Dawn Russell and Jeanette Strickland.

Dinata Herron, Glory Randall, Wynda 
Wormack, Dynalee Toy, Jewelle Vernon, 

Dawn Russell and Jeanette Strickland.

     In an effort to get to know 
the most popular teacher at 
Thornridge for February, Mrs. 
Gillenwater-Catron was asked 
the following questions.

What is your favorite 
quote?
“If you stand for nothing 
you’ll fall for anything” and 
“We are here for you make us 
do our job”

What is your most memora-
ble moment at TR?
Receiving the Gold Falcon 
Award last school year.

What motivates you?
God Almighty and the stu-
dents motivate me to get up in 
come do my job.

What advice do you always 
give to your students?
They need to take responsibil-
ity for their education, chal-
lenge the system.

 
March 

Teacher of the 
Month: 

Ms. Arrowood 
By Arianna Smith

     Ms. Arrowood shared her 
thoughts on the following topics.

How do you feel about being 
teacher of the month?
I feel really honored, I’m glad 
to feel that I make a differenc-
es to the students.

What is your favorite 
quote? 
“We accept finite disappoint-
ment, but never lose infinite 
hope,” Martin Luther King Jr.

What is your most memora-
ble moment at TR?
When I saw my first class 
graduate.

What motivates you?
Seeing when students under-
stand something i teach for 
the first time 
What advice do you always 
give to your students?
I tell all my student to keep 
trying.

     Nick Miller, Class of 2012 
passed away in a tragic inci-
dent in March.  
Photo Courtesy of Facebook

Fallen Falcon 
Alum

Local Young Lady Competes For the Miss 
Jr. Teen Chicago Title

By Brianna Burge 

     Dameron Smith of Dolton 
was recently selected to 
participate in the 2015 Miss 
Jr. Teen Chicago pageant 
competition that will take 
place on Sunday, April 19th, 
2015. Dameron learned of 
her acceptance into this year’s 
competition when the pageant 
announced their selections 
following interviewing in the 
local Chicago area. Damer-
on submitted an application 
and took part in an interview 
session that was conducted 
by this year’s Chicago Pageant 
Coordinator.
    Dameron will be compet-
ing, for her share of thousands 
of dollars in prizes and spe-
cialty gifts that will be distrib-
uted to contestants. Dameron 
will be competing in the 
Miss Jr. Teen division, one of 
four divisions that will have 
young ladies ages of 7 through 
19 competing in modeling 
routines, which include casual 
wear and forma; wear. Most 
important, Dameron will dis-
play her personality and

communication skills while 
interviewing with this year’s 
Chicago judging on during all 
phases of competition. 
    If Dameron were to win the 
title of Miss Jr. Teen Chicago, 
she would represent Chicago 
and the surrounding commu-
nities at the National Com-
petition that will take place 
in Orlando, Florida. Over 
$30,0000 in prizes and awards 
will be presented at the Na-
tional Competition while each 
winner enjoys this expense 
paid trip of five nights and six 
days in Orlando, Florida. 
     Community businesses, 
organizations, and private 
individuals will assist Dam-
eron in participating in this 
year’s competition by becom-
ing an official sponsor to her. 
Through sponsorship, each 
contestant receives all the 
necessary training, rehearsals, 
and financial support which 
will allow Dameron to be-
come a very confident and 
well-prepared contestant in 
this year’s Chicago Pageant.

 A Book of Negroes Viewing Party  

By Staff Writer

     In honor of Black History 
Month, BET hosted a view-
ing party for the mini-series, 
“A Book of Negroes” in the 
Thornton High School audi-
torium on, Monday February 
9, 2015.  
     It was a free red carpet 
event with pictures and gift 
bags for the first 100 guests.  
The event was open to dis-
trict staff, administrators and 
District 205 students.

Mrs. Williams and TR students are the 
premiere of A Book of Negroes.

TR Students at the A Book of Negroes 
viewing party.

Healthy Living                            5
Prom Weight Loss Options

By Brianna Burge

     Seniors!!! With prom sea-
son right around the corner, 
it’s time to start whipping our 
bodies into shape! I know we 
all enjoyed our Thanksgiving 
break, especially the moun-
tains of food and desserts, 
and will also be enjoying the 
upcoming winter break. So 
while on break, instead of 
lounging around indoors do-
ing nothing, why not cleanse 
and work our bodies out? 
     Even though the weather 
outside is frightful, there are 
plenty of indoor alternatives 
to working out; some don’t 
even require machinery. From 
Womanshealthmag.com, all 
you need is a dumbbell to 
help flatten and shape up your 
abdomen during The Standing 
Workout. There are four steps 
to this work out, The Dumb-
bell Side Bend, Standing Core 
Stabilization, Bow Exten-
sion, and Revise Dumbbell 
Chop. By “completing three 
to four sets of each exercise 
as instructed, resting for 30 
seconds between sets, two 
or three times a week,” your 
tummy could be prom perfect.
     Another good 

way to start shedding pounds 
is by drinking morning 
smoothies or drinks that will 
help to cleanse out your body. 
Rapidhomeremedies.com 
suggests drinking green tea in 
order to help lose weight. You 
take a cup of hot water and 
add one green tea teabag, four 
to five mint/basil leaves, ½ to 
one teaspoon of lemon juice, 
and one to two teaspoons of 
honey; you drink it three to 
four times a day. The green 
tea will cleanse your body and 
overall flush you out.  
     Dr. Oz also has a morning 
smoothie that in two weeks 
will produce rapid weight 
loss. You blend two table-
spoons of rice powder protein, 
two tablespoons of ground 
flaxseed, ½ cup of frozen ber-
ries, ½ banana, and one cup of 
unsweetened vanilla almond 
milk. 
     So drink up and work out 
and remember in order to lose 
weight you need a healthy 
diet to accompany these 
weight loss tricks. As always 
consult a physician before 
starting any weight loss rou-
tine. See you in May!

Obesity
By Arianna Smith

     Obesity has become a 
serious problem in today’s 
generation. People are facing 
a dangerous situation which is 
affecting their health. Those 
who are overweight are more 
than likely to suffer from 
mental issues as well from 
this disease. 
     There are many ways 
teens, parents and staff 
members can prevent obesi-
ty. According to the article 
“Severe Obesity” (2014) there 
is a huge number of people 
throughout the world strug-
gling with being overweight. 
Those who are overweight 
are emotional, but mostly 
discouraged. Many obese 
people have given up all 
hope of trying to lose weight. 
Losing weight is not easy, 
which could lead those who 
are obese to be sad or in a 
depressed mental state. 
     Some common cause for 
obesity are:
•Family history of obesity 
•lack of exercise 
•poor eating habits 
•depression 
•family and peer pressure
     Teens with weight prob-
lems tend to have much lower 
self-esteem and be less pop-
ular with their peers. Depres-
sion, anxiety, and obsessive 
compulsive disorder also can 
occur.
     I asked some students their 
opinion about obesity:

Deion Fisher, Senior
What is your idea of healthy 
living?

I consider exercising and a 

balanced diet. 

What is your opinion on the 
huge Obesity rate?

I think those who are obese 
are killing themselves.

Do you know anyone who 
has died due to being obese or 
unhealthy?

Yes, my friend’s aunt died due 
to obesity.

In your opinion do you think 
all fast food restaurant use 
fresh food?

No, because of the taste of the 
food .  It has a funny taste.

Imani Perkins, Senior
What is your idea of healthy 
living?

Eating right, and being happy.

What is your opinion on the 
huge Obesity rate?

Maybe they should work out 
in eat healthy.

Do you know anyone who 
has died due to being obese or 
unhealthy?

Yes, older black people.

In your opinion do you think 
all fast food restaurant use 
fresh food?

No! McDonalds burgers are 
never fresh theyu are always 
sitting out under the heater.

Five More Minutes
By Sakiyha Darden

     How many people can say 
that they’ve gotten enough 
sleep last night? How many 
people can say, that they were 
not sleepy this morning? Not 
many! School, work or what-
ever you may come across 
through the day will be half 
done; you will only use half 
of your brain and you will 
give half the effort. 
     Sleep is something you 
need in order to function 
properly. There was a study

done showing that almost all 
teens don’t receive the proper 
8-9 hours they should. I went 
around and asked some of my 
peers questions such as, why 
don’t you get enough sleep? 
They replied with things such 
as stress, stress from home 
work and other school related 
things. 
     Some students replied with 
home issues, some students 
said that homework is over 
whelming and that it’s so

much that most of the time 
sleep is not an option.  Some 
teachers don’t realize how we 
have things going on outside 
of school. I cannot just sit 
here and only stand up for my 
peers, most students don’t see 
school is a priority. School is 
something you must prepare 
yourself for. Five minutes 
more of sleep does not do 
much for you, it just makes 
you want to stay in bed even 
longer.

Courtesy of stautonfood.org

Lunch 
By Sakiyah Darden

     EWW! Same old , same 
old! Aren’t you guy’s sick of 
eating the same old things at 
lunch? Shouldn’t we be able 
to get better  lunch choices? 
It begins with paying those 
school fee’s. Every year I reg-
ister for school I hear some-
body’s parents yelling about 
how they have to put a twenty 
dollar minimum down to en-
roll their child. Twenty dollars 
isn’t much (I know at this 
point everyone is saying “well 
pay yours” or “worry about 
you”.) I go to sporting events 
and even during the school 
day I here kids talking about 
how “our school is boring” 
or “why does all the other 
schools do things we can’t?”  
We as a community need to 
realize that education is im-
portant that we need to make 
it happen! You got “inches” 
and the best kicks but your 
mom is crying and yelling 
about school fees? You want 
a better you have to do better 
WE have to do better! As we 
all see are teachers are ded-
icated are parents should be 
dedicated and we as the stu-
dents should be dedicated we 
have to mold a better future 
When you start you make it a 
must to finish.
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Thornridge High School 
Class of 2015 Graduation

The Class of 2015 Com-
mencement ceremony will be 

held on 
Wednesday, May 27, 2015 

Time:  6:30pm
Thornridge Football Stadium

     Gates will open at 5:30pm.

There are no reserved seats* 
and seating will be on a first-

come, first-seated basis.
Please be in your seats by 

6:15 p.m.  

Balloons are not permitted 
due to the possibility of ob-
structing the view of others.
Parents and family members 

are asked to remain in the 
stands during the ceremony.
Flowers should not be given 

to graduates until the ceremo-
ny is over.

*Seating for individuals with 
disabilities will be available 

on ground level.
This seating will be limited to 
this individual and only one 

family member.*

CREDIT/FINANCIAL
 OBLIGATIONS/

DIPLOMA
In order to qualify for grad-
uation and participate in the 
graduation ceremony seniors 
must successfully complete 

ALL graduation requirements 
by 3:00 p.m. on Wednesday, 

May 20, 2015.
 
College & Career Require-
ments met by Thursday, April 
2, 2015

U.S. Constitution Test by 
Thursday, April 2, 2015 

Credit Recovery classes by 
Friday, May 22, 2015 

PSAE & ACT tests by 
Wednesday, May 6, 2015 

Any internal or external credit 
recovery programs and pro-

vide official transcripts to our 
registrar, Ms. Perez, by 3:00 

p.m., Friday, May 22, 2015 in 
order to participate in gradu-

ation. 

All school fees must be paid 
in full by Friday, May 22, 

2015.

STUDENTS WHO DO NOT 
COMPLETE ALL 

GRADUATION 
REQUIREMENTS 

WILL NOT BE ALLOWED 
TO PARTICIPATE IN THE 

GRADUATION 
CEREMONY.

Participation in the gradua-
tion ceremony is a privilege.  
Seniors who created disci-

pline problems – through the 
remainder of the school year 

up through the graduation 
ceremony – may be denied 

the privilege of participation.  
Diplomas are distributed after 
the ceremony.  Therefore, any 
senior who creates a problem 
during the actual ceremony 

will not be given their diplo-
ma until a parent conference 

has been held with the admin-
istration and consequences are 

given.

GRADUATION 
REHEARSAL IS 
MANDATORY

All Graduates Must Attend!!!
Tuesday, May 26, 2015 at 

2:30 p.m. in the Main Gym-
nasium

LAST DAY FOR 
GRADUATING SENIORS
(There is NO EXCUSED or 

OFFICIALLY 
SANCTIONED SENIOR 

CUT DAY!)

Friday, May 15, 2015 is the 
last day of regular classes for 
graduating seniors.  A gradu-
ating senior is a senior who is 
scheduled to fulfill graduation 
requirements, by Friday, May 

22, 2015.

Attendance is crucial during 
the remainder of the school 
year.  The attendance poli-
cy will be strictly enforced.  
You do not want attendance 
problems to interfere with 

the successful completion of 
graduation.

A graduating senior is not 
required to take a final exam 
in the course if he/she has a 
grade average of “C” or bet-

ter.  Senior final exams will be 
given per arrangement with 

the 

individual course instructor. 
Failure to take a required final 
exam may result in a semester 

failure and loss of credit.
Students who will complete 

their graduation requirements 
during summer school 2015, 
or later, will follow the reg-
ular school schedule for the 

remainder of the year.

SENIOR CAP & GOWN

An official cap and gown 
must be worn by all partici-
pants in the graduation cer-
emony.  Your child received 

information on ordering a cap 
& gown earlier this school 

year. 
If your son/daughter has not 
ordered a cap and gown, he/

she should see the Graduation 
Administrator, Brad Beilfuss 
in his office E104 immediate-

ly.  
If the graduating senior fails 
to order a cap and gown, he/
she will not participate in the 
commencement ceremony.  

Caps and gowns will be dis-
tributed on Thursday, May 21, 

2015 during 1st period.

All outstanding fees should be 
paid in order to pick up your 

graduation cap & gown.
  Please see Mrs. Silagyi, TR 
cashier, in the main office to 

pay fees.

Our official graduation cap 
and gown vendor is:

Chicago Balfour      18333 
Burnham Ave.     Lansing, IL  

60438      (708)418-8400
 

GRADUATION DRESS 
AND ETIQUETTE

Shorts and/or gym shoes will 
not be permitted.

Any clothes worn with or 
under gown should accent, 

not clash, with the royal blue 
gown.

Flowers or corsages are not to 
be worn.

Purses are not to be carried 
during the ceremony.

All graduates must arrive no 
later than 5:00 p.m. on the 

day of graduation.

INCLEMENT WEATHER

If the forecast on the day of 
graduation rehearsal, Tues-
day, May 26th, calls for rain 
during the graduation cere-

mony, the ceremony will take 
place in the Main Gymnasium 
and graduates will be limited 

to five (5) guests attending the 
ceremony. 

Due to the limited seating 
capacity of the gymnasium, 
each graduating senior will 
receive five (5) tickets.  No 

additional tickets will be 
available.  

Each person entering the 
gymnasium will need a ticket.  
Infants sitting on someone’s 

lap will be the only exception.  
Tickets will be distributed 

during graduation rehearsal.  

GRADUATION 
ELIGIBILITY

Counselors will monitor all 
potential graduating seniors’ 
progress towards completing 
graduation requirements in 

the privacy of their offices.  It 
is up to each graduate and/or 
their parents to make sure he/
she is on track to graduate by 

meeting all graduation re-
quirements.

DIPLOMA 
DISTRIBUTION

Counselors will distribute di-
plomas to their students after 
the ceremony in the student 

cafeteria.
Students who misbehave 

or have behavior problems 
during the graduation cer-
emony will not be issued a 

diploma until a parent meet-
ing with administration is 

completed.
Students who do not partici-

pate in the graduation ceremo-
ny may pick up their diploma 
in the Registrar’s office begin-

ning Monday, June 1, 2015 
after 10 a.m.

FINAL TRANSCRIPTS
Ms. Perez, the TR Registrar, 
has sent a request form to all 
seniors who need a final tran-
script mailed to their college, 
university, vocational school, 

or NCAA Clearinghouse.  
This form must be

completed and returned

to Ms. Perez on or before 
Wednesday, May 20, 2015.
The “Rights and Privacy 

Act” requires that Thornridge 
must have a written request to 
release information regarding 
individual students.  Release 
forms are available in each 
counselor and registrar’s 

office.

Ms. Perez will be happy to 
answer any of your questions 

regarding student records.  
Please call (708)271-4410 if 
you have any questions con-

cerning transcripts.

MEDICAL RECORDS
Our school nurses, Ms. 

Kocinski and Ms. Lane, will 
be mailing home a copy of 

each senior’s medical record.  
Please retain these records 

in a secure place in the event 
you need them over the 

summer for post-secondary 
school.

The school nurses will not 
be in their offices during the 
summer.  These records will 
not be available until they 
return at the end of August 

2015.

SENIOR HONORS 
AWARDS NIGHT

The Class of 2015 Academic 
Awards Honors Night will be 
held on Wednesday, April 29, 
2015.  This event is by invi-
tation only and an R.S.V.P. is 
required.  Dinner is 5:00 p.m. 
with awards presentation to 
follow at 6:30 p.m.  Please 
contact Director of Student 
Activities, Mrs. E’Toyare 

Williams (williams.etoyare@
district205.net), (708)271-
4646 for more information.

SENIOR ATHLETIC 
AWARDS NIGHT

The Class of 2015 Senior 
Athletic Awards Night will be 
on May 8, 2015.  Seniors who 
participated in one or more of 
the Falcon athletic programs 

are cordially invited to at-
tend free of charge.  Athletes 
must R.S.V.P. with number 

of guests and payment by the 
deadline.  Parents, family, and 

friends are also 
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invited and must purchase 
a ticket through the Falcon 
Athletic office.  Please con-
tact Athletic Director, Ms. 
Jackson – Jackson.Sherry@
district205.net or (708)271-
4422 or Athletics Adminis-
trative Assistant, Ms. Waller 
– waller.tina@district205.
net (708)271-4425 for more 
information.

SENIOR CAP & GOWN 
PHOTOS
Photo proofs for the Class 
of 2015 were distributed in 
December to all seniors.  First 
Class Studios is the official 
vendor for Senior Cap & 
Gown photos.  Graduates 
must deal directly with the 
vendor.

First Class Photos: Mr. 
John Cox (Photographer) 
(773)306-1397

Class of 2015
Prom Information:
All seniors were given a pack-
et of information in January
Date: Friday, May 15, 2015
Cost/Tickets: $140- no “cou-
ple tickets” will be sold- Cash 
or money order only
Final Day to purchase tickets 
is Wednesday, April 1, 2015  
NO EXCEPTIONS
Dress Code: Student attire 
must conform to the dress 
code.  A signed dress code 
must be turned in at the time 
of ticket purchase.  If your 
attire is deemed unacceptable 
and does not conform to the 
dress code, you will not be 
admitted into the Prom and no 
refund will be given.
Ticket Sales:At time of ticket 
purchase, a signed dress code 
form as well as guest permis-
sion form (if applicable) must 
be turned in. Cash or money 
order only.
Tickets will be sold after 
school in room B217 until 
APRIL 1, 2015

ALL SCHOOL FEES MUST 
BE PAID BEFORE PROM 
TICKETS MAY BE PUR-
CHASED. 

ALL SCHOOL FEES MUST 
BE PAID BEFORE PROM 
TICKETS MAY BE PUR-
CHASED Time: Doors 
open at 7:00 pm.
Prom Court must arrive no 
later than 7:30 pm. Dinner 
will be served promptly at 
8:00 pm.. All attendees must 
arrive no later 9:30 p.m. No 
refunds will be given due to 
late arrivals.
All students & guests must 
have their ticket and school 
or photo ID. No guests over 
the age of 21 are allowed to 
attend Prom.
Place: 
Odyssey Country Club
19110 Ridgeland Avenue, 
Tinley Park, IL  60477
708-429-7400
 www.odysseycountryclub.
com
Theme & Colors 
Vintage Hollywood / Crimson 
and Pearl
Prom Sponsor: Mrs. Stephens 
– for information or questions 
concerning the 2015 Prom
stephens.yonna@district205.
net  (708)271-4686

THORNRIDGE HIGH 
SCHOOL
Contact Information for Grad-
uation Personnel

Administration
Principal, Mr. James Wal-
ton 708-271-4401 Walton.
James@district205.net
Assistant Principal, Mr. Brad 
Beilfuss :708-271-4403 
Beilfuss.Bradley@district205.
net
Assistant Principal, Mr. Steve 
Valant: 708-271-4490 Valant.
Steve@district205.net
Upper Classmen Counsel-
ors
Mr. Frank Gomez         
708-271-4517 Gomez.
Frank@district205.net
Ms. Teffiney Ferguson (Ca-
reer):708-271-4515Ferguson.
teffiney@district205.net
Ms. Tequcola Perry : 708-
271-4516. Perry.Tequcola@
district205.net
Ms. Sherita Robinson   
708-271-4518 Robinson.
Sherita@district205.net
Ms. Diane Terry           
708-271-4514 Terry.Diane@
district205.net

 Deans
Ms. Debra Gill 708-
271-4621 Gill.Debra@
district205.net

Mr. Mark Morgan 708-
271-4505 Morgan.
Mark@district205.net

Mrs. Erica McGhee 708-
271-4502 McGhee.
Erica@district205.net

Mr. Tyran Cox-Bey 708-
271-4476 Cox-Bey.
Tyran@district205.net

Ms. Billie Griggs 708-
271-4544 Griggs.Billie@
district205.net
      
   Support Personnel
Mrs. E. Williams (Academic 
Awards) 707-271-
4646 Williams.etoyare@
district205.net

Mrs. Alana Mitrovich (Col-
lege & Career Coor.) 708-
271-4536 Mitrovich.
alana@district205.net

Ms. Claudia Perez (Registrar) 
708-271-4410 Perez.Clau-
dia@district205.net

Ms. Sherry Jackson (Athletic 
Awards) 708-271-4422 
Jackson.Sherry@district205.
net

Ms. Doreen Silagyi (Cashier/
Fees) 708-271-4483 Silagyi.
Doreen@district205.net

Ms. Yonna Stephens (Prom 
Sponsor) 708-271-4686 
Stephens.Yonna@district205.
net

Ms. Yvonne Nesbitt (Senior 
StuCo Sponsor 708-
271-4607 Nesbitt.
Yvonne@district205.net

**Email is always the fastest 
and most efficient way to con-
tact TR staff members**

Crown Him Queen
By Brianna Burge

     Would this be the first 
time for a boy to run for prom 
queen at TR? If you are not 
born with female parts there 
should be no reason why you 
should run--that is why it 
specifically says “queen” not 
“king.”
A TR student who wishes to 
remain anonymous says,“My 
morals do not support this 
idea.”
“I wouldn’t vote if there was 
a male prom queen or vice 
versa, because I don’t think it 
is fair to the others, but I think 
that some people would vote 
for them to be funny.”
“I wouldn’t vote for a male 
prom queen not at all.
I wouldn’t vote for a male 
prom queen, because males 
should act like males and it is 
against the Bible.” 

“The school would be looked 
down upon for allowing a 
male to become prom queen.”

“I would vote for a male prom 
queen or vice versa, because 
people should be able to do 
whatever no matter gender.” 
–Kenneth Bradley

“I would vote for a male 
prom queen or vice versa, 
because the person that I am 
does not discriminate. I have 
family members who are like 
this.”-Kiera Newell

“I think it will allow students 
to be more of who they are! If 
a student wants to come out 
and show who they are, they 
won’t be so afraid! We need 
this change, to help all current 
and future GLBT students be 
who they are!” –Ms. Piet-
raszewski 
“If I were a student and able 
to vote, I would vote for a 
male prom queen or vice ver-
sa if they deserved it. Prom is 
for the students so it should 
be up to the students to allow 
it.”- Mr. Potacki

“I like males for king and fe-
males for queen nothing more 
nothing less. I WON’T attend 
a gay prom!”

“Having a male prom queen 
will affect our young genera-
tion. It may be legal to marry 
the same sex, but I feel school 
should not follow the same 
rules. We are here to learn 
positive things not negativi-
ties.”

“I would not vote for a male 
prom queen or vice versa, 
because I am not coming to 
a gay or lesbian prom. Why 
would we spend all this 
money to come and enjoy 
ourselves then we see a male 
becoming queen and a fe-
male?”

“It would be discrimination to 
not let a transgender run for 
prom queen. It doesn’t mean 
he is going to win.” –Jalen 
Rooks

“A male prom queen doesn’t 
bother me; just don’t be in-
decent and play the part you 
signed up for.”

“Males can run for prom king. 
So allowing them to run for 
queen denies the opportuni-
ty to a female student. This 
would be similar to a male 
student wanting to play on the 
girls’ basketball team. Equal-
ity is already given by having 
a position for each gender.” 
–Mr. Thomas

     It is honestly sad 
that people are not more 
open-minded. We have an Af-
rican-American president and 
gay and lesbian couples are 
able to get married; people it 
is time for a change. Whether 
a male runs for prom queen or 
a female runs for prom king 
it shouldn’t matter, as long as 
they deserve it. 
     
    Progression is all around 
us; some of us are the first 
ones in our family to attend 
college. As time goes on 
things will change and it is up 
to us and the generations that 
come along to embrace it and 
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ATTENTION 

FALCONS 
   2015-2016 Residency 
Verification has begun! 

(March 28– May 29, 2015)

We are hoping to have at least 
90% of ALL Thornridge High 
School students complete the 

residency process by 
MAY 29, 2015! 

The documents required to 
complete this process are:

Copy of mortgage payment 
or signed apartment lease, 
real estate tax bill or housing 
authority contract.

Two of the following items: 
water, gas, electric, phone, 
internet or cable bill, vehicle 
registration, Medicaid card.
Photo ID of the parent/guard-
ian with the current address 
listed (i.e. Driver’s License, 
State ID). Guardian must 
show court documentation.

FRESHMAN STUDENTS 
ONLY:  Birth certificate

Students can bring copies of 
required documents to school

to complete the process.

*WE MUST HAVE ALL 
ITEMS REQUESTED TO 
COMPLETE THIS PRO-
CESS. NO EXCEPTIONS!*

Residency verification MUST 
be completed in order to
participate in any Thornridge 
summer activity: 
summer school, band camps, 
boost programs, or any athlet-
ic camps.

There are no fees required to 
complete the process.

Monday-Friday: 
8:00 AM- 1:30 PM 

Enter at Door 2

Wednesday Evenings:
 4:00PM- 7:00PM 
Enter at Door 12

Champlain Street by Foot 
Locker

Saturday Afternoons: 
12:00PM-4:00PM 

Door 12

If you have any questions, 
please call:  
Mr. Dunn 

708-271-4446 
or 

Mr. Raybon
708-271-4692

Entrepreneurship Class Honors
 By Staff Writer

To the left: Yasmine Johnson, Jaylen 
Peck, Ms. Ousley, Jayda Lewis and 

NFTE 
Liaison, Kevin Bulger

     Congratulations goes to 
Jaylen Peck for winning 1st 
place, Yasmine Johnson for 
2nd Place, and Jayda Lewis 
for 3rd place in the Entrepre-
neurship class competition! 

     Jaylen won with his con-
cept of  J & J Nifty which is a 
cleaning complany that solves 
the problem of never having 
enough time to clean.  
     He will be moving on to 
the Network for Teaching 
Entrepreneurship Chicago 
Competition.

Meet the Thornridge Newspaper Staff
 

Editorial Policy 
The Bagpipe is an open forum for student expression. The 
writing, editing, graphics, and photography are contributed 
by students currently enrolled in the Journalism class and The 
Bagpipe Newspaper Club of Thornridge Hugh School. Opinion 
articles strictly reflect the opinions of the student writer and 
should not be a representation of the Bagpipe staff or advisors.

Brianna Burge, Senior
Editor-in-Chief

Arianna Smith, Senior
Assistant Editor-in Chief

Trinity Simmons, Sophomore
Staff Writer

A’mor Taylor, Senior
Staff Writer

Chelse Sims, Senior
Staff Writer

Kyra Bontemps, Senior
Staff Writer

Sakiyah Darden, Senior
Staff  Writer

Marlon Buggs, Sophomore
Staff Writer

Faculty Advisors

Ms. Zachery

Mrs. Joseph

Entertainment                              9
 Top Ten Students 

Luncheon

The Celebration of 
St. Patrick’s Day

       Saint Patrick (aka Apostle 
of Ireland) was a missionary 
who traveled across the coun-
try in an attempt to spread 
Christianity.    His father, 
Calpurniu, was a deacon, and 
his grandfather was priest.  
     When Saint Patrick was 
16 years old, he was abducted 
by pirates during a raiding 
party.  He was taken to Ire-
land, where he worked as a 
slave herding and tending to 
sheep.  He was held captive 
for 6 years.  While being 
captive, Saint Patrick built a 
strong relationship with God 
through prayer, which led him 
to convert to Christianity.  
     He later escaped and 
returned home to his family.  
Not too long after, he was 
ordained as an apostle.  He 
returned to Ireland to spread 
Christianity.  Not too long 
after, he was ordained as 

an apostle.  He returned to 
Ireland to spread Christianity.  
He preached the Gospel for 
approximately 40 years.  He 
had churches built helped 
save thousands of people.  
Ireland was eventually con-
verted to Christianity in 432 
AD.  Saint Patrick died on 
March 17th, 460 AD at Saul, 
Downpatrick.  Due to his 
life, the date of his death was 
created into a national holiday 
to celebrate him.  It was also 
made into an official Chris-
tian feast day in the early 
seventeenth century.  Each 
year in Ireland, they celebrate 
this holiday with parades, 
dancing, food, and a lot of 
green decorations and cloth-
ing.  They do this is attempt 
to thank Saint Patrick for his 
accomplishments

 

Black History Month  
Assembly 
By Arianna Smith 

     Thornridge’s Black 
History Committee put on a 
successful performance this 
year. They put on four skits: 
February 1, 1960 Sit In, 
April 12, 1983 Harold 
Washington, March 3, 1991 
Rodney King, and July 17, 
2014 Eric Garner. 
     
     The SAVE Step Team 
performed the Black History 
Step, followed by The Selma 
Freedom Speech by Rodney 
Jackson. Destiny Wesley 
performed a piece

called “Don’t Wait, Start 
Now,” and so did Bryanna 
McDaniel with Her piece 
called “Decisions”.  
     
     The District Choir also 
performed a beautiful song.

Special Thanks to Mr. Walton, 
Mr. Valant, Mr. Beilfuss, Mr. 
Williams, Ms. Omouzuwa 
Odiase, Mrs. Chapman, Mrs.
Silagyi, Mrs. Williams, Ms. 
Ousley, District Choir, SAVE, 
Nadia Watkins, Kiana Wil-
liams, Masoni

Kiana Williams, Masoni 
Bolton, TR Band, Destiny 
Wesley, Breyanna McDan-
iel, Rodney Jackson, BHM 
Committee, TR Maintenance 
Staff, TR Security, …. And 
all our participants.

Thornridge Band 

Black History Month Committee

SAVE Step Team

Mrs.Perkins-Udu, Destiny Wes-
ley, Rodney Jackson, and 

Ms. Brogger

Nadia Watkins performing an 
African dance.

 District Choir

  Open Your Closet For A Cause! 
TR Journalism 101
First Spring Clothing Drive 
April 20- May 1
General Donations accepted.
Drop Location: Room B221 
*Make Sure items are freshly washed and are in good condition.

Attention Students

The Bagpipe wants and needs 
your talents!

If you like what you see here 
or perhaps don’t like what 
you see and you want to be a 
help; join the class or club!

There is a specialty for 
everyone.  If you have prior 
knowledge, join us.  If you 
have no knowledge, but want 
to learn, join us!

We are in need of:

Graphic Designers
Cartoonists

Artists
Writers

Reporters
Photographers
Sports Analysts
Field Reporter

Reviewers (book/
movie/music)

Please see your counselor to 
enroll in the elective class for 
the 2015-2016 school year.

See Mrs. Joseph in the library 
or Ms. Zachery in B220 for 
the club. 

There is still time to join the 
club.  We meet Thursday’s 
from 3-4:30 in B221. 

The NFTE Mission:

The Network for Teaching 
Entrepreneurship’s mission 
is to provide programs that 
inspire young people from 
low-income communities to 
stay in school, to recognize 
business opportunities and to 
plan for successful futures.
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TJ Shirley Track DeDicaTion

By Staff Writer
     During the month of 
February, Thornridge held an 
assembly to garner support to 
dedicate the Thornridge High 
School track and field to the 
beloved late coach TJ Shirley. 
They are wanting to change 
the name from “Blue Smoke” 
to renaming it after TJ Shir-
ley. This was a nice and won-
derful idea in remembering 
such a wonderful person.

        

TR’S Cheerleaders  & Tumblers

Join the Bagpipe Newspaper Staff!

Thornridge v.s 
Lincoln-Way North

By Marlon Buggs

     Thornridge Falcons Soph-
omore and Varsity basketball 
team played Lincoln- Way 
North Friday January 30th @ 
home. The sophomore team 
played a great game getting 
many steals and finishing at 
the other end of the court. The 
starting five scored consistent-
ly and played good defense 
locking north down the whole 
game Our sophomore boys 
are   having a great season 
with only one loss. This 
sophomore team is very good 
and knows how to work as a 
team. They have been beating 
teams by blowouts during the 
season. The sophomore boys 
came came out with the win 
against Lincoln-way North 
with 53-38 as the final score. 

     The Varsity team also 
played North in an exciting 
game. The Falcons played 
good together and worked as 
a team. The game was very 
exciting with a few dunks 
to give the falcons momen-
tum. The crowd was going 
crazy loving everything that 
they saw from their falcons. 
Lincoln –way couldn’t handle 
the home crowd of the falcons 
and the way they posterized 
all over them. It was a Good 
win for the falcons, they were 
looking unstoppable out there 
on the court.  Let’s see any 
team out there stop the fal-
cons I doubt that will happen, 
because that’s a team who 
knows there is no “I” in team.

 

Thornridge 
Concert 

Band
By Sakiyah Darden

     The talented students and 
the amazing band instructor 
Mr. Douglas were invited to 
Carl Sandburg  High School 
on February 12, 2015. 
     They were heard by Wil-
liam Jastrow, who compared 
music to his love for choc-
olate cake. He critiqued the 
concert band on their warm 
sound and reminded them to 
“play to be herd”. 
     Mr. Douglas said he 
wouldn’t have done anything 
differently and the students 
that attended said that they 
really enjoyed the experience. 
He said this SWSC music 
festival will prepare our band 
for other concerts and for the 
month of March. The month 
of March is music in my 
school month Mr. Douglas 
announced he will have live 
band concerts in the lunch 
room every Wednesday in 
March. There are a lot of 
things the band has to offer:  
February 26 there will be a 
solo ensemble recital, March 
7th IHSA solo and ensem-
ble, April 18th there will be 
a IHSA band organizational 
and again April 25th Spring 
Concert and May 22nd jazz at 
TR. The grand finale will be 
the graduation performance 
May 27th.

SWSAC Music 
Competition

     At the the SWSAC Music 
Competition, Chavona Hall 
was the only student who 
received a perfect score.

Falcon Leadership 
Institute 

Mondays: 3:00pm to 4:00pm

Join for snacks & games in 
Room D214

George Lee at the Thornridge vs. Lincoln Way North game.

Thornridge vs. Lincoln Way North

Carl Henry to the basket.
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Junior Class Field Trip

Friday, April 17
3:00-8:00

Jaks Warehouse
222 US-41 Schererville, IN 

46375
Cost $20

MONEY AND PERMISSION 
SLIPS DUE

FRIDAY, APRIL 2, 2015

GET A PERMISSION SLIP 
FROM 

MS.BROGGER
C219

WELCOME BACK 
DANCERS & 

DRUMMERS!!!

West African Dance & Drum-
ming is back for the entire 
school year.

 Every Monday 
 3:00pm - 5:45pm in B-108

Call: 312-725-3416
or Email:

info@rtperformingarts.org

 
Senior Grad Nite 

Six Flags Great America
Overnight Lock-In

May 16, 2015

Contact:
Amari at oliver.amari@yahoo.
com
   
    Ultimate Grad Nite 
*Grad Nite Package PLUS

*Early Entrance at 9am with 1 
hour of exclusive ride time

*All-You-Can-Eat Dinner in 
our Picnic Grove 10pm-1pm

*All-You-Can-Eat Breakfast 
in our Picnic Grove 2am-4am
 

ONLY $60

  Extreme Grad Nite 
*Grad Nite Package PLUS

*Early Entrance at 9am with 1 
Hour of exclusive ride time

*All-You-Can-Eat Dinner in 
our Picnic Grove 10pm-1pm
 ONLY $50
         
        Grad Nite 
*10pm-5am

* DJs and Dance Area

*FREE BUS PARKING ($25 
value)

*1 Free Chaperone Ticket per 
20 purchased (with exclusive 
chaperone lounge)

 ONLY $40

About the PARCC Testing
http://parcconline.org/about-parcc

The Partnership for Assess-
ment of Readiness for Col-
lege and Careers (PARCC) 
is a group of states working 
together to develop a set of 
assessments that measure 
whether students are on track 
to be successful in college and 
their careers. These high qual-
ity, computer-based K–12 as-
sessments in Mathematics and 
English Language Arts/Lit-
eracy give teachers, schools, 
students, and parents better 
information about whether 
students are on track in their 
learning and for success after 
high school, and tools to help 
teachers customize learning 
to meet student needs. The 
PARCC assessments will be 
ready for states to administer 
during the 2014-15 school 
year.

Our Belief
PARCC is based on the core 
belief that assessment should 
work as a tool for enhanc-
ing teaching and learning. 
Because the assessments are 
aligned with the new, more 
rigorous Common Core State 
Standards (CCSS), they 
ensure that every child is on 
a path to college and career 
readiness by measuring what 
students should know at each 
grade level. 

They will also provide parents 
and teachers with timely in-
formation to identify students 
who may be falling behind 
and need extra help. Learn 
more about PARCC in our 
PARCC FAQs.

PARCC Partnering States:
PARCC is made up of: Ar-
kansas, Colorado, District of 
Columbia, Illinois, Louisiana, 
Maryland, Massachusetts, 
New Jersey, New Mexico, New 
York, Ohio, and Rhode Island. 
The states in PARCC educate 
millions of elementary, mid-
dle and high school students 
across the country. In addi-
tion, Pennsylvania is a "par-
ticipating state."  Learn more 
about the PARCC states.

Resources

PARCC has produced a 
variety of resources for edu-
cators, parents, and the public 
to learn about the assessment 
system's history and develop-
ment.

     District 205 proudly an-
nounces that ALL 3 schools, 
Thornridge, Thornton & 
Thornwood are joining the 
prestigious International Bac-
calaureate World Schools. The 
IB Diploma Programme will 
be in effect during the 2015-
2016 school year! 

The International Baccalau-
reate® (IB) offers a continuum 
of international education. 
The programmes encourage 
both personal and academic 
achievement, challenging stu-
dents to excel in their studies 
and in their personal develop-
ment. 

Suicide 
Newsletter

from district205.net/thornridge

     Whether you're consider-
ing suicide or know someone 
who feels suicidal, learn sui-
cide warning signs and how to 
reach out for immediate help.
     Some warning signs may 
include but are not limited to:

• Verbal and written state-
ments about death and dying
• Dramatic changes in behav-
ior or personality
• Fascination with death and 
dying
• Giving away prized posses-
sions or making out a will
• Interpersonal conflicts or 
loss

Warning Parents

The parents of the students 
must be notified, regardless 
of the information obtained 
in the interview. School staff 
members should meet with
the parent and student togeth-
er before releasing the student 
into the parent’s care to focus 
on treatment and supervision 
of the student. 
    The only exception to 
contacting parents is when it 
appears that the student might 
be a victim of parental abuse, 
in which case an immediate 
referral should be made to 
protective services (DCFS).

For more information on the 
International Baccalaureate 
Diploma Programme http://
www.ibo.org/en/programmes/
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Ridge vs. Wood

By Marlon Buggs

Another Rival game this 
time it’s away, at the rival’s 
school. This is one of the 
most exciting basketball 
games that the boys will play. 
These games are always loud 
and fun to go to, rival games 
are the best.
     The first time this season 
they played Thornwood lost 
on both levels sophomore and 
varsity. The Thornridge soph-
omore team beat Thornwood 
by one point the first game. 
     This time the Falcons are 
going for another win by 
more points. This game was a 
game people really wanted to 
see, everyone was so hyped. 
If you missed it, and you are 
a basketball fan, you will be 
upset that you did. 
     Do not miss the Falcons 
go get another W.I.N. against 
the crosstown rivals. 

    On the sophomore level, 
the Falcons swept Thorn-
wood for the season. Both 
times they have played this 
season our Falcon Boys have 
won. 
     The second game’s ending 
was amazing, for the sopho-
mores tied up late in the 4th 
quarter. the end result of the 
game was a five-point pla 
which consisted of a three 
pointer and two free throws 
to put them away. At the final 
buzzer the Falcons celebrated 
at Thornwood by dancing on 
the thunderbird. 
    Unfortunately, the varsity 
team did not win this time. 
They rallied and played hard, 
but still came up a little short 
to win the game. 

Speech Tournament
By Chelse Sims

    Saturday’s Regional Speech 
Tournament took place at 
Richard High School in Oak 
Lawn, IL. 
     Jarron Williams and Rod-
ney Jackson came in 1st place 
in Dramatic Duet Acting.
    Rodney Jackson came in 
3rd place in Dramatic Inter-
pretation. 
     Mya Garrett came in 4th 
place Humorous Interpreta-
tion. 
     Jarron Williams in 3rd 
place in Original Comedy. 
     Jewelle Vernon came in 4th 
place in Original Oratory. 

These students have done an 
excellent job all year and will 
now compete at the Sectional 
Tournament. The top per-
formers will advance to the 
State Speech Tournament in 
Peoria on February 21, 2015. 
     Please congratulate these 
students when you see them, 
as well as Head Speech Coach 
Yvonne Nesbitt and her staff. 

Let’s go, Falcons!

Thornridge 
Senior Falcon 
George Lee 
goes for the 
dunk.

Thornridge 
Varsity gets 

ready for the 
action.

Boys Basketball
Final Standings:     Wins/Losses
Freshman    9  /  4

Sophomore         15  /  6
Co-SWSC Champs for  2014-2015 Season 

Varsity    14  /  14
First winning record since 2006
Overall 14-12 Conference 7-6 National Rank 3907State (IL) Rank 
175

Standout Ball players:

(Sr) Billie Randle: Honorable Mention All American and 
All Conference 2014-2015 Season

(Fr) Richard Adams: Captain and MVP 2014-2015 Season

(Fr) Deobrey Crowder: Most Improved Player 

TR Staff: Coach Zachery how 
was your season in your eyes?

JZ: I think the boys did well 
with a new system of basket-
ball.  

TR Staff: Coach Zachery, 
how do you think they will do 
next season?

JZ: They will do fine as long 
as they continue to work hard 
and practice with the intent 
to win.  I have a competitive 
spirit that I would love for 
my ball players to develop.  I 
coach to win and play to win.  

TR Staff: What is one bit of 
advice you have for your in-
coming freshman players and 
the team moving on?

JZ: Work hard because, “hard 
work beats talent when talent 
does not work hard!” That 
is a quote that was used with 
my sons AAU basketball team 
and it simply stuck with me.

New Freshman 
Coach

By TR Staff

This year Thornridge Falcon 
basketball was met with some 
new faces one of them being 
Coach Jason Zachery.  He 
was the newly acquired boys 
freshman coach.  In a phone 
interview with Coach Zachery 
he was asked some season 
defining questions.

TR Staff: How long have you 
been a basketball coach?

JZ: I have been coaching for 
about 15 years. 

Update:

The results from the IHSA 
State Speech Tournament held 
in February in Peoria.

    Unfortunately, Jewelle Ver-
non – TR - (Original Oratory) 
nor Jarron Williams – TR - 
(Original Comedy), did not 
make final round.  

Although, Jewelle Vernon, 
Jarron Williams, and Audrey 
Mayes did not place in top 
6, they still competed at a 
very high level.  Each of these 
students represented himself/
herself and our district ex-
tremely well; they are all truly 
our Champions.  We can be 
proud of these truly outstand-
ing young men and women.
 
Please congratulate them, 
along with TR coaches 
Yvonne Nesbitt, Nora Nerius, 
and LaQuita Densley;  They 
have worked very hard both 
before and during the season; 
once again maintaining our 
long-standing tradition of 
excellence in D205 Speech!
 


